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RAAF resets

UFO targets

By FRANK CRANSTON

The RAAF has closedits
equivalent

of the US Air Force"Blue

Book"on
unidentifiedflyingobjects.

It willnow
investigate

onlythose
unexplained aerial phenomena which
suggesta defenceor

national-security

implication.

It willnot evenreferto
themas UFOs,but insteadas UASs
(unusualaerialsightings).

The Ministerfor Defence,Mr
Scholes,who announcedthe change

of policy yesterday,
said that though

the RAAFwouldremaina pointof
initialcontactfor people seeing things

in the skies, those sightings

not con-
sideredto have defenceor security

interest wouldnot be furtherex-
amined.

Instead,they wouldbe recorded

and the
observer giventhe address of

a civilian organisation
which re-

searched UASs if the observer wished

to pursuethe matter.

Past RAAF
investigation

of reports

had oftenbeen
time-consuming

and
unproductive,

and had led to many
man-hours

of
follow-up actionby the

RAAF and otheragencies.

Proceduresfor
investigating

UAS
reportshad not been changedfor
manyyears,and the vast

majority
of

sightings

had provedto haveno de-
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fenceor nationalsecuritysignifi-

cance.

The sortof reportwhichcouldbe
expected

to be still
investigated

by the
RAAFwas the

sighting
by a Qantas

and a
Singapore Airlines pilotof a

vapourtrailover Derbyabouttwo
yearsago duringan ANZUSnaval
exerciseoff north-westernAustralia.

No
satisfactoryexplanation

for this
sighting has been

established.


